
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
 

NYSEG Trimming Trees Along 28 Miles of Electric Power Lines 
in the Towns of Otisco and Marcellus 

 
BINGHAMTON, New York — March 30, 2021 — New York State Electric & Gas (NYSEG) 

announced today that crews recently started proactive tree trimming work in the towns of 

Otisco and Marcellus in Onondaga County to protect the electrical system from hazards 

caused by fallen branches and vegetation overgrowth. The trimming activity will extend 28 

miles along the Otisco 703 circuit, which delivers electricity to customers’ homes and 

businesses. The efforts will include trimming within the company’s right of way as well as 

removing hazard trees that can cause damage to the circuit if they were to break or fall.  

Crews will be working along Otisco Valley Road, Amber Beach Road, Fitzgerald Pt. Road 

and Lakeview Terrace in the Town of Otisco. In the Town of Marcellus, crews will be 

working along Cherry Valley Turnpike and Schuyler Road. 

“The leading cause of outages in the NYSEG service area are a result of trees, branches, 

or foliage causing damage to the power lines,” said NYSEG Forester Kraig Senter. “We’re 

proactively trimming trees along this circuit, and throughout our entire service area, to 

minimize the impact that vegetation has on our system and reduce the likelihood that a 

broken tree or branch will fall onto the power line and cause an outage.” 

In addition to routine maintenance tree trimming, crews will patrol the region for hazard 

trees to evaluate and pursue future full tree removals. To access certain areas of this 

circuit, specialized off-road equipment known as a “minifoot” is required and in particularly 

challenging terrain, trimmers will climb the trees to complete the trimming process. A 

minifoot evenly displaces the weight over wide, flotation tires to avoid rutting into the 

ground.  

NYSEG conducts tree-trimming work year-round and continuously prunes or removes trees 

and vegetation that could potential damage the system and cause outages. Additionally, the 



 

 

 

company is placing particular emphasis on areas where trees pose an increased risk for 

outages.   

NYSEG advises customers that temporary and minor traffic delays may occur during the 

project period. The company also asks that motorist use extra caution when near crews and 

work zones. 

“Our contractor crews from Nelson Tree Service will be seen working along roadways 

throughout the duration of this work,” said Senter. “We thank our customers in advance for 

their attentiveness as they pass through work zones. This will allow crews to complete their 

trimming efforts safely and efficiently.” 

Trimming work is expected to be completed by May 1, 2021. 
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About NYSEG: New York State Electric & Gas Corporation (NYSEG) is a subsidiary of AVANGRID, Inc. Established 

in 1852, NYSEG operates approximately 35,000 miles of electric distribution lines and 4,500 miles of electric 

transmission lines across more than 40% of upstate New York. It also operates more than 8,150 miles of natural gas 

distribution pipelines and 20 miles of gas transmission pipelines. It serves approximately 894,000 electricity customers 

and 266,000 natural gas customers. For more information, visit www.nyseg.com.  

 

About AVANGRID: AVANGRID, Inc. (NYSE: AGR) aspires to be the leading sustainable energy company in the 

United States.  Headquartered in Orange, CT with approximately $38 billion in assets and operations in 24 U.S. states, 

AVANGRID has two primary lines of business: Avangrid Networks and Avangrid Renewables. Avangrid Networks 

owns and operates eight electric and natural gas utilities, serving more than 3.3 million customers in New York and 

New England. Avangrid Renewables owns and operates a portfolio of renewable energy generation facilities across 

the United States. AVANGRID employs approximately 7,000 people and has been recognized by Forbes and Just 

Capital as one of the 2021 JUST 100 companies – a list of America’s best corporate citizens – and 

was ranked number one within the utility sector for its commitment to the environment and the 

communities it serves. The company supports the U.N.’s Sustainable Development Goals and was 

named among the World’s Most Ethical Companies in 2021 for the third consecutive year by the 

Ethisphere Institute. For more information, visit www.avangrid.com. 

 

  

 

 

Learn about the Iberdrola Group’s global pandemic response at its COVID-19 Hub. 
 

Media Contacts:  

• Ridge Harris  
Ridge.Harris@avangrid.com  
518-502-4550 

 

http://www.nyseg.com/
http://www.avangrid.com/
https://www.iberdrola.com/social-commitment/coronavirus-iberdrola-global-response?utm_source=internal&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=contenidoglobal-abr20
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