Marcellus Town Board
Workshop Meeting
Wednesday, June 26, 2024
6:30 PM

A Workshop Meeting of the Town of Marcellus, County of Onondaga, State of New York was held on
Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in the Town Hall, 22 East Main Street, Marcellus, New York.

Present: Laurie Stevens Supervisor
Jeff Berwald Councilor
Terry Hoey Councilor
Percy Clarke Councilor

Absent: Gabe Hood Councilor

Also Present: Mike Ossit, Highway Superintendent; Jim Rossiter, Phil Coccia, Recreation Director;
John Houser, Code Enforcement; Jim Gascon, Town Attorney; Gary and Linda Wilcox, Bill Southern,
Scott Stearns, John Pawlewicz, Dave Card, Ken Tyminski, Lisa Bardou, Suzanne Tobin, Deputy Town
Clerk; Rosemary Tozzi, Town Clerk.

Public Hearing: Local Law No. A-2024 Signh Law Modification: Supervisor Stevens opened the
Public Hearing at 6:30 regarding the Sign Law Modification. She asked if anyone had anything to say
either for or against it. Bill Southern stated the Board made good changes to the law. Councilor
Hoey made a motion seconded by Councilor Clarke to close the Public Hearing at 6:30 pm.

Abstract of Audited Vouchers: The Abstract of Audited Vouchers was given to the Board Members
as submitted by the Town Clerk. Abstract #6 as of June 21, 2024. Claim #’s 156742-156750.

Expense
General Fund $16,273.67
Part Town General 1,909.45
Part Town Highway 3,324.05
Trust and Agency 1,611.97
Total $23,119.14

The Abstract of Audited Vouchers was given to the Board Members as submitted by the Town Clerk.
Abstract #6 as of June 21, 2024. Claim #’s 156741.

Expense
General Fund $125.00

Total $125.00



The Abstract of Audited Vouchers was given to the Board Members as submitted by the Town Clerk.
Abstract #6 as of June 21, 2024. Claim #’s 156711-156735, 156738-156739, 156751-156763,
156773-156775.

Expense

General Fund $16,874.81
Part Town General 1,691.42
Townwide Highway 9,518.88
Part Town Highway 4,415.00
Fire District 9,622.25
Ambulance Fund 1,616.25
Trust and Agency 273.70

Total $44,012.31

Bill Southern asked why Jim Gascon, Town Attorney had not submitted a bill for his services.
Supervisor Stevens informed him that the was a lapse in billing due to an illness.

Councilor Berwald had a question regarding a refund for the Recreation Adult trip. Phil Coccia,
Recreation Director informed him it was due to an illness and a replacement was found for the trip.
Councilor Clarke made a motion seconded by Councilor Berwald to approve the Abstract of
Audited Vouchers and pay the bills as of June 26, 2024.

Ayes —-Berwald, Hoey, Clarke and Stevens Carried

Old Business:

TOWN BOARD RESOLUTION
ENACTING LOCAL LAW A-2024
(A Local Law Amending Chapter 235-26 et al. (“Zoning”)

of the Code of the Town of Marcellus

to Amend Certain Provisions Pertaining to Signs)

TOWN OF MARCELLUS

June 26, 2024



At a workshop meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Marcellus, held at the Town Hall, 22
East Main Street, in said Town, County of Onondaga, State of New York, on June 26, 2024, at 6:30
P.M., there were:

PRESENT: Jeff Berwald Councilor
Percy Clarke Councilor
Terry Hoey Councilor
Laurie Stevens Town Supervisor
ABSENT: Gabe Hood Councilor

WHEREAS, the following resolution was offered by Councilor Hoey, who moved its adoption,
seconded by Councilor Berwald; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions of the Municipal Home Rule Law, a proposed local law
titled Local Law No. A-2024, “A Local Law Amending Chapter 235-26 et al. (“Zoning”) of the Code of
the Town of Marcellus to Amend Certain Provisions Pertaining to Signs,” was presented and
introduced at a regular meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Marcellus held on May 15, 2024;
and

WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on such proposed local law on this 26th day of June
2024, by the Town Board of the Town of Marcellus and proof of publication of notice of such public
hearing, as required by law, having been submitted and filed, and all persons desiring to be heard in
connection with said proposed local law having been heard, and said proposed local law having been
in the possession of the members of the Town Board of the Town of Marcellus in its final form in the
manner required by Section 20 of the Municipal Home Rule of the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, the enactment of Proposed Local Law No. A-2024 has previously been
determined to be an unlisted action and will have no significant effect on the environment thus
concluding the SEQRA review process; and

WHEREAS, it is in the public interest to enact said Proposed Local Law No. A-2024.

NOW, THEREFORE, it is

RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Marcellus, Onondaga County, New York, does
hereby enact proposed Local Law No. A-2024 as Local Law No. 1-2024 as follows:



“TOWN OF MARCELLUS
SECOND AMENDED

LOCAL LAW 1-2024

A LOCAL LAW AMENDING CHAPTER 235-26 et al. (“ZONING”) OF THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
MARCELLUS TO AMEND CERTAIN PROVISIONS PERTAINING TO SIGNS

BE IT ENACTED by the Town Board of the Town of Marcellus as follows:

Section 1. Legislative purpose and intent.

The purpose of this Local Law is to promote and protect the public health, safety and welfare
of the Town by regulating existing and proposed signs located within the corporate limits of the Town.
It is intended to protect property values, create a more attractive economic and business climate,
enhance and protect the physical appearance of the community, preserve the scenic and natural
beauty and provide a more enjoyable and pleasing community. Itis furtherintended hereby to reduce
distractions and obstructions that may contribute to traffic accidents, reduce hazards that may be
caused by signs overhanging or projecting over public rights-of-way, provide more visual open space,
and curb the deterioration of the community’s appearance and attractiveness.

This Local Law is intended to promote attractive signs which clearly present the visual
message in a manner that is compatible with their surroundings. The appearance, character and
quality of a community are affected by the location, size, construction and graphic design of its signs.
Therefore, such signs should convey their messages clearly and simply to enhance their
surroundings.

Section 2. Authority.

This locallawis enacted pursuant to the New York State Constitution and New York Municipal
Home Rule Law §10.



Section 3. AMENDING CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER 235 OF THE CODE OF THE
TOWN OF MARCELLUS.

The Code of the Town of Marcellus is hereby amended as follows:

So that Sections 235-8(B)(4)(d), 235-8(B)(6)(h), 235-12(A)(3)(a)(4), 235-12(A)(3)(f)(3), 235-
12(B)(2), 235-13(B)(2) are hereby amended such that each reference to “8 235-26(D)” shall be
replaced with “§ 235-26.1.”

Section 4. REPEALING SECTION 235-26(D) OF THE CODE OF TOWN OF MARCELLUS.

The Code of the Town of Marcellus is hereby amended to abolish the sign provisions in
Chapter 235-26 as follows:

So that Chapter 235, Section 26(D), which pertains to signs, is hereby repealed in its entirety.

Section 5. ADDING SECTION 235-26.1, “SIGNS,” TO THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
MARCELLUS

§ 235.26.1(1). Definitions.

Agricultural Sign - Any sign relating to a farm.

Animated Sign - Any sign that uses movement or change of lighting to depict action or create a
special effect or scene.

Billboard — Any freestanding commercial sign, in excess of the location and size permitted by this
Section, located on a plot or parcel other than that where the advertised business is conducted; also
known as off-site or nonaccessory billboard.

Canopy Sign — Any sign that is a part of or attached to an awning, canopy, or other fabric, plastic, or
structural protective cover over a door, entrance, window, or outdoor service area. A marquee is not
a canopy.



Flag — A usually rectangular piece of fabric of distinctive design that is used as a symbol, as a
signaling device, or as a decoration.

Freestanding Sign — Any sign not affixed to a building.

Illuminated Sign — Any sign illuminated by electricity, gas or other artificial light, including reflective
or phosphorescent light. This includes neon or LED signs.

Marquee Sign - A structure extending more than two feet from a building, with lettering thereon.

Mobile Sign - Any sign not designed or intended to be anchored to the ground and designed and
intended to be capable of being transported over public roads and streets, whether or not it is so
transported.

Permanent Sign — Any sign intended and installed to be permanently in place at a given location by
means of suitable fastening to a building or to a structure specifically erected to hold such sign(s) or
to the ground.

Projecting Sign - A sign, other than a wall sign, which is attached to and projects from, a building
wall or other structure.

Roof Sigh — Any sign in which all or any part extends above the wall of any building or structure, where
said wall does not extend above the roofline. In no event shall a sign permitted as defined by “wall
sign” extend beyond the actual wall surface.

Sign — Any structure, device, or representation of letters, symbols, or graphics used as or which isin
the nature of an announcement, direction, advertisement, or other attention directing device. Aflag
is not a sign.

Temporary Sign — A sign, including real estate signs, which is not intended to be used permanently,
but rather for a period of time, and is not attached to a building, structure, or ground in a permanent
manner. Such signs are usually constructed of poster board, cardboard, engineered lumber



(Masonite), plywood, or plastic material and mounted to wood, metal, wire or rope frames or

supports.

Wall Sign — A sign with a face generally parallel with, and affixed to an exterior wall of a building.

§ 235.26.1(2). All signs are specifically prohibited except as follows:

Allowed locations and design specifications.

A. Design specification for all Zoning Districts.

(1) The following design guidelines are provided to encourage and direct appropriate and
compatible graphic design, materials, colors, illumination and placement of
proposed signs. In general, sign design shall be consistent with the purpose and
intent of this section.

a.

Signs should be designed to be compatible with their surroundings and
should be appropriate to the architectural character of the buildings on which
they are located.

Sign panels and graphics should relate to architectural features or details and
should be in proportion with them.

(2) Computation of sign area.

a.

The area of a sign shall be computed from the algebraic sum of the actual sign
configuration, be it square, rectangle, circle, oval or other polygon shape. The
area shall be measured from the outer dimensions of the frame, trim or
molding by which the sign is enclosed, where they exist, or from the outer
edge of the sighboard where they do not exist.

When a sigh consists of individual letters, symbols or characters, its area
shall be computed as the area of the smallest rectangle which encloses all of
the letters, symbols and characters.

When a sign consists of two or more faces, only one face of the sign shall be
used in computing the sign area if the faces are parallel to and within 12
inches of each other. Otherwise, all faces of the sign shall be used to
compute the sign area.

The volume of the smallest rectangular box which encompasses the mass of
the three-dimensional sign or characterization.

(3) Lighting for any sign shall be internal or directed downward.



(4) No sign shall be designed, lit and/or located in such a manner as to create a hazard
or visibility problem or interfere with or impair vehicular traffic.

B. Residential Zones: R-1, R-2, R-3, R-4.

(1) Freestanding signs. Freestanding signs shall be situated no closer than fifteen (15)
feet from the Street Line as defined in Section 235-4(B) of this Chapter or fifty (50) feet
from the center line of any street, whichever shall be the leastin distance. Such signs
shall consist of no more than sixteen (16) square feet in area, per side.

(2) Wall signs. Wall signs shall consist of no more than sixteen (16) square feet in area;
nor shall such signs project more than nine (9) inches from the structure upon which
itis affixed. Wall signs may be affixed to or painted upon the building or windows.

(3) Interior lot directional signage is permitted.
(4) Absent a Special Permit, only one sign is permitted per lot.

(5) Farming operations may apply for a special permit to exceed the number and size
limitations set forth in these regulations.

(6) llluminated signs are prohibited in Residential Zones.

C. A-1,B-1, L-1, Highway Overlay Zones and pre-existing commercial business entities.

(1) Freestanding signs.

a. Lots with a single occupant. Such sign shall be located on the premises to
which it is related, providing that such sign shall be located no closer than
fifteen (15) feet from the Street Line as defined in Section 235-4(B) of this
Chapter or fifty (50) feet from the center line of any street, whichever shall be
the least in distance. Such signs shall consist of no more than thirty-two (32)
square feet in area.

b. Complexes with multiple occupants. Such signs shall be located on the
premises to which it is related, providing that such sign shall be located no
closer than fifteen (15) feet from the Street Line as defined in Section 235-4(B)
of this Chapter or fifty (50) feet from the center line of any street, whichever
shall be the least in distance. Such signs shall consist of no more than forty-
eight (48) square feet in area, no more than eight feet in length or width, and
shall be limited to sixteen (16) feet in height, as measured from the top of the
sign. There shall be a minimum of three (3) feet of bottom open space along
the entire length. The framework of these sighs shall not be considered when
calculating the size of the sign.



D.

(2)

Wall signs. Wall signs shall not exceed one square foot per linear foot of building
frontage, nor shall such signs project more than nine (9) inches from the structure
upon which it is affixed. Wall signs may be affixed to or painted upon the building or
windows.

Projecting signs and marquee or canopy signs. The bottom edge of a projecting and
marquee or canopy sign shall be at least seven (7) feet above the ground elevation
when located in an area where the public walks or where it would impair visibility. A
marquee or canopy sign may extend the full length of the marquee or canopy but shall
not extend beyond the ends of the marquee or canopy.

Interior lot direction signage is permitted.

Residences located within an A-1 District that are not part of a farming operation, are
limited to one sign per residence, sixteen (16) square feet in size.

In areas where variances have been granted by the Zoning Board of Appeals, under the
conditions set forth in 8§ 235-27(B)(3)(a) and 8 235-27(B)(3)(b). Subdivision identification
signs shall be included under this category, subject to such standard as may be established
by the Town Planning Board.

§ 235.26.1(3). Procedures for Obtaining Sign Permit.

A. Permitrequired. It shall be unlawful for any person to erect, structurally alter, or relocate an
existing sign within the corporate limits of the Town without first having obtained and paid for
and having in force a permit from the Code Enforcement Officer.

B.

C.

The following two operations shall not be considered creating a new sign and, therefore, shall
not require a sign permit:

(1

2

Replacing copy: the changing of the advertising or message on an approved sign
which is specifically designed for the use of a replaceable copy.

Maintenance: painting, cleaning and other normal maintenance and repair of a sign
or a sign structure, unless a structural change is made.

Application for a sign permit shall be made on a form provided by the Code Enforcement
Officer, which application shall include:

(1)

The name, address, telephone humber of the applicant.



(2) The name, address, telephone humber and insurance coverage of the sign maker.

(3) The location upon which the sign is to be erected.

(4) A color photo of the location upon which the sign is to be erected.

(5) Size of the sign.

(6) A description of the construction details of the sign, showing the lettering and/or
pictorial matter composing the sign and a description of the position of lighting or
other extraneous devices.

(7) Sketches drawn to scale and supporting information indicating location of sign
colors, size and types of lettering or other graphic representation, logos and materials
to be used, electrical or other mechanical equipment, details of its attachment and
hanging.

(8) In addition, such sign application shall be accompanied by the requisite fee.

(9) Such other pertinent information as the Code Enforcement Officer may require to
ensure compliance with this section.

D. Following formal submission to the Code Enforcement Officer, said Code Enforcement
Officer shall render a determination within thirty (30) business days.

E. Appeal from permit denial. Any applicant, feeling aggrieved by the decision of Code
Enforcement Officer upon any application for a permit for any sign, may appeal to the Zoning
Board of Appeals from such decision, and the Zoning Board of Appeals may affirm, reverse
or modify such decision of the Code Enforcement Officer.

F. lIssuance of sign construction permit. Upon approval of the application by the Code
Enforcement Officer, or after a review and approval by the Zoning Board of Appeals, the Code
Enforcement Officer shall issue a permit for construction of such sign.



§ 235.26.1(4). Signs allowed without a permit.

A. Temporary signhs provided such signs shall not be placed for more than three (3) consecutive
months. Temporary signs are subject to the same location, and design specifications as
permanent signs as set forth in Section 235.26.1(2) of these regulations. If such signs remain
in place longer than three (3) months within a twelve (12) month period, with the exception of
real estate signs, a permitis required to be obtained pursuant to § 235.26.1(3).

(1) Corrugated plastic yard signs with wire stands, or signs similar in nature, 24” x18”
or smaller, shall be exempt from location restrictions in Section 235.26.1(2) B and
D, but shall not be located in such a manner as to create a hazard or visibility
problem or interfere with or impair vehicular traffic.

B. Signsrequired by county, state or federal law.

(1) Posted signs shall be exempt from time and location restrictions in Section
235.26.1 (2) B and D when necessary to comply with N.Y. State Environmental
Conservation Law, Article 11, Title 21, Section 11-2111, but shall not be located
in such a manner as to create a hazard or visibility problem or interfere with or
impair vehicular traffic.

§ 235.26.1(5). Existing signs.

Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, any sign in existence at the date of
adoption of this section which does not conform to the provisions of this section shall be
“grandfathered” in, such that said signs may remain in their present condition, but if any major
change, modification, structural repair or replacement thereof is hereafter made, such sign shall
thereafter conform to the provisions of this section.

§ 235.26.1(6). Prohibited signs.

The following signs shall be prohibited in all zoning districts, as established pursuant to
Chapter 235, Zoning, of the Town Code, except as otherwise permitted by this section:

A. Animated signs, including those with rotating or moving parts or messages.

B. Mobile signs.

C. Roof signs.



D. Any sign which could be mistaken for or confused with a traffic control sign, signal or device.

E. Signs permanently painted, posted or otherwise attached to any rock, fence, or utility pole.

F. Billboards.

G. Allsigns not expressly permitted by this section.

§235.26.1(7). Sign maintenance.

A. The owner of a sign and the owner of the premises on which such sign is located shall be
jointly and severally liable to maintain such sign, including ilumination sources, in a neat and
orderly condition and good working order at all times and to prevent the development of rust,
corrosion, rotting or other deterioration in the physical appearance or safety of such sign.

B. Unsafe signs or unsightly, damaged or deteriorated signs or signs in danger of falling shall be
putin order orremoved upon written notice. Immediate compliance is expected for the repair
or removal of unsafe signs. If compliance is not achieved within the time period specified in
such notice, the sign shall be repaired or removed by the Town and the costs assessed to the
property owner pursuant to this section.

C. Unsafe temporary signs or unsightly, damaged, or deteriorated signs or signs in danger of
falling shall be put in order or removed upon written notice. Immediate compliance is
expected for the repair or removal of unsafe temporary signs.

§ 235.26.1(8). Enforcement and remedies.

A. Enforcement official. The provisions of this section shall be administered and enforced by
the Code Enforcement Officer who shall have the power to make necessary inspections.

B. Penalties for offenses.

(1) Inthe event of a breach of any of the provisions of this section, the Code Enforcement
Officer shall notify the owner of the premises, in writing, to remove, repair, or bring
the sign into conformance, within thirty (30) days of the date of such notice.

(2) Any person, firm, or corporation, whether as owner, lessee, agent, or employee, who
violates any of the provisions of this section, or who fails to comply with any order or
regulation made thereunder, or who erects, moves, or alters any sign in violation of



any detailed statement or plans submitted by him/her and approved under the
provisions of this section, shall be guilty of a violation of this law and shall be fined
not more than $100 for each violation.

(3) Eachdaythatsuchviolation is permitted to exist shall constitute a separate violation.

(4) If any sign is erected, altered, or moved in violation of the provisions of this section,
proper officials may, in addition to other remedies, institute an appropriate action to
prevent such unlawful operation.

(5) Upon failure to comply with any notice within the prescribed time, the Code
Enforcement Officer shall remove or cause removal, repair, or conformance of a sign,
and shall assess all costs and expenses incurred against the owner of the building or
land on which the sign is located.

(6) All costs and expenses incurred by the Town in causing the removal or repair of any
sign, as specified in this section shall be assessed against said owner and shall be
paid and collected as part of the Town tax next due and payable. In addition, the Town
may commence any other action or proceeding to collect such costs and expenses.

Section 6. Severability.

If any clause, sentence, paragraph, word, section or part of this section shall be adjudged by
any court of competent jurisdiction to be unconstitutional, illegal or invalid, such judgment shall not
affect, impair or invalidate the remainder thereof, but shall be confined in its operation to the clause,
sentence, paragraph, word, section or part thereof, directly involved or in the controversy in which
said judgment shall have been rendered.

Section 7. Effective Date.

This Local Law shall be effective upon filing with the Office of the Secretary of State.”



The question of the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly put to a vote and upon roll
call, the vote was as follows:

VOTE: Laurie Stevens Town Supervisor Yes
Jeff Berwald Councilor Yes
Percy Clarke Councilor Yes
Terry Hoey Councilor Yes

The foregoing resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted.

DATED: June 26, 2024

New Business:

Annual Fall Court Clerks Conference: The Court Clerk is requesting permission to attend the 26"
Annual Fall Court Clerks Conference which will be held in Niagara Falls, New York. The cost for the
Conference is $1,007.00 for fees and hotel accommodations. It has been confirmed that there is
money in the budget.

Councilor Berwald made a motion seconded by Councilor Hoey to approve the Court Clerk to
attend the training conference.

Ayes —Berwald, Hoey, Clarke and Stevens Carried

Cemetery Trees: Mike Ossit, Highway Superintendent approached the Town Board regarding two
trees in the cemetery, a silver maple and pine tree. The silver maple is overgrown and needs to be
cut back or taken down due to continuous growth. The pine tree is dead and needs to be removed.
There was discussion of different options. The issue was tabled until the July 10, 2024 Town Board
meeting.

Benefit for Local Family: Senshi Martial Arts Academy asked the Town Board for permission to
host a benefit for a local family on August 18, 2024. Ann Konieczny is battling a vicious but curable
form of cancer. Some of the treatments required are not covered by her insurance. The goal is to
raise $70,000 to cover the expenses. The proposed details are two pavilions, welcome center,
battle of the bands, food donated and no alcohol. All the details have not been finalized.
Councilor Hoey made a motion seconded by Councilor Berwald to approve the Martial Arts
Academy to host the benefit at the Marcellus Park.

Ayes —Berwald, Hoey, Clarke and Stevens Carried

Auction Park Equipment: Marcellus Park request permission from the Marcellus Town Board to
place the following equipment on auction using the Auctions International website: 2005 battery
operated golf car, 2008 battery operated golf cart and 2016 Snapper zero turn mower. The
equipment needs a lot of work. It was proposed that it would be more beneficial to use funds
gotten by the sale of the old equipment toward new equipment.




Councilor Berwald made a motion seconded by Councilor Clarke to declare the equipment surplus
and approve the sale through auction.
Ayes -Berwald, Hoey, Clarke and Stevens Carried

Discussion Agenda:

Fire Department: Dave Card presented the Board with Fire Department financials from January 1-
June 26, 2024, and an independent auditor’s report from December 31, 2020. Supervisor Stevens
commented that the financials were not given to the Town Clerk by the deadline for the Workshop
meeting so this topic will be placed on the July 10, 2024, agenda. The Town Board needs time to
review all documents.

Welcome Center Update: The Recreation Department contacted the County to inquire if the Town
can use the grant if the work is done by the Town Highway Department. The County agreed to pay
for the material and electrical work and labor but will not pay the hourly rates of the Town
employees. All material must be ordered by August 31, 2024, to use grant money to pay for the
project. This topic was tabled for further decision at the July 10, 2024, Town Board meeting.

Town of Marcellus Storm Water Management: John Houser, Code Enforcement presented the
Town Board and residents with two PDFs of commercial sites currently under construction in the
Town of Marcellus. He opened the floor to any questions or comments from anyone in attendance.
John discussed the management plan for said sites. The Planning Board will first approve the site
then the Storm Water Officer will inspect during the building process. Once the building is complete
the Storm Water Officer will continue to inspect the site two times a year. Once in dry conditions
and once in very wet conditions to ensure everything is functioning as needed.

Adjournment: Councilor Clarke made a motion seconded by Councilor Berwald to adjourn the
Workshop Meeting at 7:01pm.
Ayes - Berwald, Clarke, Hoey, and Stevens Carried

Respectfully submitted,

Rosemary Tozzi
Town Clerk



